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William (Bill) Podmore

l'iam (Bill)YDeloammbeare 20 k6, 1a&t the nursing hor
John Lyon in April i 9 O, as Head of Hi story
ud of his Manchester root s, Bi I | was a Rus:c
cher 1 n History. Bill's | ove of the subject
preparation of | essons, the punctual mar Ki |

ch with the | atest thinking on the topics he

Bill taught the Britilsehw edi sctoowrys ec,o0 mngpnodh eintt wods tw
was compl etely at home, ensuring that the boys
wi de and careful readi ng. Hi s method of teachir
his pupils alert and thinking and proved very
ready History.

Bet ween 1971 and 1987 Billl was Head of SyNx t g |
assisting boys through their UCCA applications
writing his book *“John Lyon’'s Dream” makes sp
Stephen Pol#88)dreQul ap7®aily Express and Tel eg
Chronicl e, Gar y8 3Q9i bpwmiIni t(iClLall9e7d6i t or and | S8wWwrnna
School Governor, influential economist and jour
In 1987 Bill became Senior Master, where he wat
over the academic aspect. He oversaw academic ¢
requirements as well as being, what t he Rever
statistics. Bi | | pi oneered the training of stu
scheme, his eye for detail and preciseness was
were altering the pattern of sixth form educat
the horizon. Bi |l | Podmore was able to guide th
success.

Away from the classroom Bill’s sporting intere
| ater gol f . Bi | | had a keen interest i n cricke
ti me when there was a strong Middl esex School s
pool of boys and just a single court, John Lyor
70 matches | ost out -109f8 758 6Bi d Il a yceoda cchuerdi nag niy9r7i la
pl ayers during his sixteen seasons in charge.
county championships taking all/l four Mi ddIl esex
Youth Tournament. Their overall record was ove

Lyon boys -twon dwtenofy thirty-eisgmti oof tt HEestheanrtey
t we-hivp boys had been selected to play for Middl

On

retiring from teaching here at the School B

obtained forms the basis of the archive coll ec

writing “John Lyon

S Dream” .

Sourdhse: Lyonian Magazine 1993 & John Lyonds Dr e
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O God, OQOur Help in Ages Past

O God, our help i n ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy bl as

And our eternal home.
Within the shadow of thy throne,
Still may we dwell secure.
Sufficient is thine arm al one,

And our defense is sur e.
Before the hills in order stood

Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting thou art God,
To endless years the same.

O God, our help i n ages past,
t
I

Our hope for years 0O come,
Be thou our guide while | ife shal
And our eternal home.
Jerusal em
And did those feet 1 n ancient ti

Wal k upon England's mountains gre
And was the holy Lamb of God

On England's pleasant pastures s¢
And did the countenance divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hil

And was Jerusalem builded here
Among those dark satanic mill s?

Bring me my bow of burning gol d!
Bring me my arrows of desire!

Bring me my spear! O clouds, unf c
Bring me my chariot of firel

I wi || not cease from ment al fig

Nor shall my sword sleep i n my he
Till we have built Jerusalem

I n Engl and's green and pleasant |



Me mor i al Addr ess
Liam Hallig&anh) (OL 1980

On behalf of the John Lyon School and the

The Rev James Power, Vicar of St Mar vy’ s, f

church, where we are gathered +oor ,ceadsebwet e

knew hi m, . BUNL | "B

|l > d also |li ke to welcome and thank Bishop

travelling to be with wus today. 't i s an h
r

preside and emember Bill with us.

We must thank Katherine Haynes, t he Head o
this event Sso generously. Speci al t hanks

masterminding and putting such organizatio
Ol'd Lyoni an, Il > d final-pupl |l BEeathd wehtbmel fi
so many of you here today. Thank you for coc
Now | didnevtelt ahkiestPory and | didn’t play ba
influence spread way beyond history and ba
the Sixth Form, wheand &wasensmudy) ngf Eagulri st
in the corridor to ask what poet-ngtl | was r ¢
the prescribed text, of cour s e, but t he |
contemporaries. BF, ¥ knew | l i ked poetry a
continuing studies, even though | was no |
why | ’ve chosen to read two short poems t
hi storians and badmi nt-oGaripl aGiebrbso ni, n fMiucehnaceel
and httd meomg affroom coll eague Francis Tave
today’'s proceedings, the stories and anecc
|l ong. I d@™ T™8h i n k JEINE appropriat e, t-hough,

reflecting Bill’ ' schosseprecltanfguagper eacn ds eg p pwed C
Il ndeed, apart from the poems | 'm about to

si ¥tohh mer recite Endymion by John Keats, a

This service obvi ouanot hfeeatofr eBi ImMu'ss cg rt eneot
wonder f ul that John Lyon’'s superb Motet Ch
to Hugh Jones, the school’s excell ent Di r
singing in the Motet Choir here in St Mar y
for the big concerts. Even from the sevent't
i mperceptible frown, the tiniest arch of t
choirboy would be silenced and settl ed, a
pl aces You were on show, representing Joh
knew it.

| " ve chosen two short poems, as | said, th
Anne Brtdret el east known and perhaps most un
si st uld have approved the choi

er s. Bi I | w
t

0
e came from he wrong side of the Pennir



Far ewel | to Theel But not far ewe

To all my fondest thoughts of Th
Within my heart they still shall
And they shal/l cheer and comfort

Life seems more sweet that Thou di
And men most true Thou wert one;
Nothing is | ost that Thou didst
Not hing destroyed that Thou hast

| chose this poem because it conveys, | hoy
two | ines -tNMathihng ihsomeost that Thou didst
Thou hastBidloln'e® devoted his adult 1ife to
pupil s. He wasr athe atbsad ueérel yHifs rilse¢gacy i s |
we know, i n our ability to think and | earn
argument , how our adul t brains are wired.
dozens of Lyonians Bill taught . Briiwg i o im

Then, we realize it ihsliobwi ogusv.e.NWMNohihnogn gi s
hénath done.

The second poem, equally short vyou’l |l be p
Now | well re-memhengBebmeshbeg of the greatl
-form history classepl agomgwherfre baet aeene di ¢
the Second World War, we ended up discussi:rt
I chose this poem, t hough, because it r emi
neat and | ogical, l i ke his mindand€rubkisaligy,
a theme Bishop Gaisford touched on with s
service up 1 n Nor tthhwisc hp dbeans kc o mv eldyasn,u alr yt hi
Bill’'s attitude toward religion. He was c
deeply admired, indeed | ived by, the Chris
his own faith amounted not so much to dee
insi stence on good manners and kindness, a
at the end, a wry, knowi ng smil e. [ rea
oL, Gary Gibbon. Thank you again for comi ncg

When at heart you should be sad,
Pondering the joys we had,
Listen and keep very stil]l
I f the |l owing from the hildl
Or the toiling of a bell
Do not serve to break the spell
Listen: you may be all owed

To hear my | aughter from a cl oud



Me mor i al Addr ess
Gary Gibbo&3) OL 1976

SI LENCE

Some teachers quietened their c¢classes down
bl ackboard dusters at pupil s’ heads. Bi |l |
gown he al ways wor e, and then he would rea
reach for the pencil. He never had to tap
That was all. And then silence. And the | es
LESSONS

But these weren't | ike nor mal | ®:esmiomasr.s .T h e
I n fact, several of us have said to each ¢
university education in that doadm.'! t Wmat c h
i Many of wus, | i ke Bill, were the first in
meant that when we goti nttlberteh,e armiivferwe twe ro
an enormous head start. Some of his genera
by rote. Bi | | wanted you to imbibe knowl ed

for the tshpdejeod, for

SI MULATI ONS

And so trheemrac twearet s : whol e ¢l assrooms cast
General-t ¢ r Pkeme Minister, the union | eade
Could different t actA cfse vh aweee kasv oli adteedr tehred c
trying to avert Bol taiSnTaheedr aen dwoenrien gc htahrea c t e 1

notes, pl-ptbdonesd ahl Bamrda ccoouplide rwes haeveotisd t
crises of hi story? Il-eanact elde vedt hcolla scs eEsmahicl
1822 Budget The attention to detail K n

pl aying Vansitart the GdGhgeoéel lcomsbhéitnagi saom
and property tax durdmagalwdiearkc @ nwitthhe Bhe fKi
Bil Il .

LOVE OF THE PAST

Biddew us into the past. Wi t-éhs qt uhee slee cl teusrseosn
cassettes, with his own passion for Histor
with the | atest academic works better t ha
included works he didn't agree with at al/l
before pointinBriyouHalskkmaword&r bEg. P. Thomps
reading"”, he'd say, having mined the book
Bi I | kept omositi ons hbdbs hi msel f but y ou kne
Mar xi sm. The wor d “"inevitabl e" was one h
cl asRseeasd. t hrough the tributes to Bill coll e

his first days as a teacherag Ilgoewe raft i lbinst owr
the way, Bi | | knew history wasn't simply s
few generations we ar e foofr ctehdi st omol nmevnet tnhirgol
surprised him, the nature of cycles and <che



Bill's primary objective though was rigour.
mar s hal evidence and then repllioyi nygouirt ,ar Bit
turning us not Just Il nto better students |
useful citizens. A few years ago on a Vvisit
he told me that there was a Polish ~carer
education and come to Britain to work stra
and keen to | earn. Al t ho P@ah kheswakeanhleéady
under hiwasiggviangl|l heseseseguwl drogi c. Another
NI GMA

There was qualyisteriowBialslh, Weudemseé udents i
80" s, | i vwhmen i env earnyacangee seBnedrtleeddva s n't i nt o an:
made him all the mor-Butitassaindtimdlhiushut rabu
Bill an enigmatic and captivating presence

BREADTH OF KNOWLEDGE

He was a man of mmaobel gawai hgread. | an Whyt
Bill tShod wdhhetni t syen's Gul ag Archipel ago was
could quote reams of poetry and knew his c
with him on the Hil!]l after his retirement

pai nctreetasteei r own worl d, howheyowalikew i mmedii
and you were in the presence of artistic gt
university | ecturer and a much better one
deat h, I |l ooked through his old college
Bal |l i ol had done after coming down from OX
went into teasbhneg. ofTheeevivase, aa duty to u:¢

make sure the nextBugemérsati dn kdowenms btexcom.us e
"enjoyed it."

APPEARANCE

Bt was al ways meticulous in his appearan
extraordinary poise and calm about Bi |l I . |
Form Society meeting balancing a tea cup a
and using one hand as a table for his bisc
Liam said he was so distracted bBAwntdhat dext
the beginning of a class there would be a -
us are such disciples, groupies even, we st



PASTORAL

Beneath the waal m ewatrenmihorand a pastor al gL
Poll ard aside when Stephen was thinking of
could'"ve waded in with Stephen's parents.
young adul t, in charge of his own destiny,
through the pro's and con's. St ep-theet st aye
you didn"t <call h4iam wtahyast ftoau ntdi st i fmec e ,0 Reaun
good cricket performances and how, whatever
for, Bill wanted you to feel part of the g
recahVyone wh o remembers seeing him | ose
"di sappointment®™ ... att pwoourl dworrekv eoarl siltaospepl
of the |l ips, a slight wince, maybe an intalk

That -d olb&kmmer bl ow to the soul

HUMOUR

When someone is as dedicated to their call
|l ess of them. To all his family, |l want to
him and prized him greatly. Outside my fan
i fe.

And |l i ke you, we too enjoyed his humour .
One Christmas in the Sixth Form, a few of

unaut hori stelde eqaitarydliynwtmamed 01 Hi story Semi
top of the st aiWe'adk ebad pgadtdtitad f B uwciiladi nCgh.r i st ma
set 1t up in the corner of the roomshWe wa
br aWdagl wort hs produdte mprd et bd dcerameri ngf. hi s

The next day we went in forn mpassiessonal md
str diaghetd buwa t hghet walsilse fpdaeg.i nAndnt hen we
He'd decorated it Overnight, he'd got a b
and sellotape hung the whole packet of swe
he'd trumped thekpowewlwatdhaffebtnkn heddre
made the joke

Whatever our rankings, he raised our game.

our sel ves.

He &dedextraordinaryalhi eeatofhosédi niacg. mdda . ws
of our hearts, We thhamioryouSir, Bill,



Me mor i al Addr ess
Mi chael Fos-7 61} (OL 1969

To David and all the Podmore family and
contemporaries, i am very sorry for your | c
I pretty much owe al/|l of my success acade
success in business and in |ife after John
He joined the school I beli eve when | was

did not teach wus history that year he cam
badmint on.

|l was one of the |l ucky ones who got accept
to grow enough to get my eyes even half wa
Bi Il in those months and over that winter,
school twice a week, stood me in great ste
shuttlecock in anger. | t was al l preparat
repetition after repetition.

First it was movement, back and forth, Si C
back, back to front. The next term we wer e
high and | ow. Then the clear; then the bac
and the fast drop; and very finally the s me
session we <came back. You could try and n
muttered "I understand how i mportant that

Who was going to chance that. No one.

Finall i n the middle of the term we act uze
games to 8 points (different scoring then;
serve); and not without each game having a
jacket off but I recal | with waistcoat on,
of t en, usually through qui et exhasperation
would see Bill balletically glide back, for
Il n the summer term when there was a | ot o f
Next year we were to see, i f 1l i ke at Manch
| essons wel |

Next year, and every year after, we schmis
school match over the next five years wher
Yedream t hat came after wus whil st I was as
i fe. What ever you do, prepar e, and when
prepare some more; then very few things in

10
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were we all proud. We knew we knew t he
forward. Technically we knew enough to
untutored player. Bi |l | made an invincidt
team we wer e, a few of the best won i
rything. Lesson number 2

|l inspired us and no Master, and | mean
was committed only to excellence, he sa
was committed to his teams and we | hope
the 3rd year, and for the remaining 5 ye
cher I got top marks in only one subj ec
sons, |l didn'"t always agree with Bill's
erous because he cared only that you n
ctly, expressed them to support whatever

what was so0o generous, was that it was
al so all the other Masters in the scho
ry |l esson time, as to how to read eac
by way of answering correctly and ho

t o
us
ks. He went at i1t again and again, ma K i
ck the right fact to fit the appropriat e

was back and front; back and forth, dr c
ain. There are choices in |ife that need
e all choices to hand, and then how to ¢
owl edge and the means by which to use it.
'y Bill taught us to | ook at the quest.:i
ked. At the time we thought it was wusefu
e class of *“76, met for our "Forty year "' ¢
his teaching, for having given each of
saw Bil |l only once since the end of my t
en he and his fellow teacher Mr Neal S a
mber s’ Pavilion. Oof course we chatted poc
gland display than on reminiscing; he | il
gr et It was that I did not then and ther
ew so well and intimately so | ong ago bui
en at that ti me. I mi ssed my chance so |
heartfelt thanks.

do hope Bill knew the respect and | ove W
d Men he made us with this work ethic ani
e truth. He was for me as a young man t hi
an my mother and father. Il Il ooked up to |
d shine so brilliantly with young peopl ¢
aningful

11



Mi chell e Gascoine has been kind enough to
messages that have been sent to David Podn

Mr Podmor e.

am happy to say that this extraordinary

Imy reprobate contemporaries does three th

I

a

thought we were and tried to be, but in ou
proud that one thing that John Lyon <cl ear/|l
it makes me weep with a mixture of | oss, a
joy at what | felt in that Bil/l had done f
much for many others. Bill was truly a gr ec¢

Goodbye Mr Chi ps.

12



Me mor i al Addr ess

Mr Francis Tavernor

David, you commented after Bill’'s funeral f

coll eagues and family [had] come together,

and being the better for it." Today we ha\

about, “The man in the Gown."”

For mysel f, I taught with Bil/l i n the Histc

boss anyone -Ebnddahdpeupportive, approachal

was I mmensely (but unobtrusively) wise.

We worked well together, I think, though we
He was short; Il was tall

He was the forensic special-bsashnofBritis
European topics.

He was calm and quiet; | was .. (well, no
At John Lyon Bill was rightly proud of the
Hi story students whom he taught; when they
contentedly, “Mm ... As expected.” But he
able students; t hose twihdoy dn encedleld, nBoirlel hwea sp.s
t hem. He was a wonderful coll eague.
He al so became a good friend. We enjoyed oc
Bill s skills as a conversationalist on a
ti me fl ew. Hi s Humani st views, and my agnoc
evenings.
I n the Staffroom and around school Bill was:s
to some of his colleagues he remained a | it
But, as David Philpott comments, “In many
genuine in his friendship, and as a true (ge
l an Whybrow recalls Bill’s enormous cul tur e
theatr e; and musi c. Bi | I al so spent many |

drama productionsp haenopiagodvidihs eniafklei ne! )

13
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Reading
Kevin Thomas2) OL 1965

St John, Chater 14, verse 1

1] "Let not your hearts be troubl
I n me.

[2] |l n my Father's house are many
I have told you that | go to pre
[3] And when | go and prepare a p
and will take you to myself, tha
[4] And you know the way where |
[5] Thomas said to him, "Lord, w
goi ng; how can we know the way?"
[6] Jesus said to him, "1 am the
nNno one comes to the Father, but

16
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or eve
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heal t h, and

Endymi on, John Keats
A thing of beauty is a joy
lts | oveliness increases;
Pass into nothingness; but
A bower quiet for wus, and
Ful | of sweet dr eams, and
Therefore, on every morrow,
A flowery band to bind us t
Spite of despondence, of the
Of noble natures, of the

ar

(0]

e we Wwr

t he ea

nhuman

gl oomy day

Oof all the ucérelad'tchywaynsd o' er

Made for our searching: yes, in spit
Some shape of beauty moves away the
From our dark spirits. Such the sun,
Trees old and young, sprouting a sha
For simple sheep; and such are daff
With the green world they Ilive in; an
That for themselves a cooling covert
" Gainst t he Rhfoor essetashorngk ee,he mi d
Rich with a spreriomskl ibdgoafs:fair musk
And such too is the grandeur of the

We have

An endl ess

Pouri

ng unt o

i magined for

fount ai n

t he

of i

us from t he

mi ghty dea

mmort al dr i

heaven's b
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John Dawvwi6) (1971

|t i's no great secret, to any of you wh
1970 s, t hat I was one of those whose
happi est days of my | ife.... . and then D:
Podmor e.

Whi |l st
be amo

y no means one of his most suc

ngs

nurture
e
!

S c
t Wl e 1Sk 15 year ol ds who h
to play in various Middlesex to

(

Whenever | think of Mr Podmor e I still
Bi |l | ! ) I am reminded of Matthew Syed
rul e. I assume there was nothing partic
John Lyon in the 1970 s, in relation to
wi || remember how for sever al years, the
were in the main, boys from our school

b e
g e
d

Clearly with hindsight, I have no doubt
t he game, and his dedication to give up
unch ti mes, after school , or at weekend
el pful, without being overbearing, and,
ost .. he just i nsisted, we did our best
tature in the game, | assume there was

ighted to say | still have a cou
3 and 1974, that have at wvari ous
n to the amusement of those who
hey are found, and hung again !

are other characteristics | recal |
omeone who never had to raise his
enjoy I|listening to, when he told
ry.

a boy who found al most al | aspect
to learn from Bill. For me he had t
ount o f gualifications can bestow.
d forward to.... | can honestly say h
ead before one of Bill’'s c¢classes I
has

Q o aQawnw d

ise these qualities, not becaus:¢
their school days, but #....... of Coul
was not reality, and it was fine m
e are a few subjects that |l eft me
(= Hi story is one of t hogfe . T
remely grateful for your teaching and

From your short note, your | ove of wuncle
was a fine man, a great teacher, and obyv

Dr Al ex Ski®mBer (OL 1986

I shall remember Bil I, with great af fect
well as being superbly knowledgeabl e
perception about peaptemlvinatitomet gaint na
deeply abiding sense, a real mentor .

18
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Mi chael Fosi@&)y (OL 1969

am very sorry for your | oss; Bill was |
pretty much owe all of my success acad
my success in business and |ife after
joined the school I believe when | wa

t hough he did not teach us history th
gani sed try outs for badminton.

was one on the lucky ones who got acc
ver managed to grow enough to get my ¢
wever what I | earnt from Bill i n t ho
nchtimes twice a week and evenings aft
great stead. For the first term we, n
was al l preparation and study and pre
petition.

rst it was movement, back and forth, s
ont to back, back to front After four
hit Then serves; hi gh and | ow. Then
en the drop; the slow drop and the fas
were both awed and bored. But every s
y and miss one; Bill just |l ooked at vyo
uld be disappointed. .. .". Who was goi n:q

nally in the middle ofgambe. nBagt wbhomew:

me s , but half games to 8 points (diffe
ore | think off your own serve); and

nning commentary from Bill

the summer term when there was a | ot

ayed. Next year we were to see if [0k
oys" had taken their |l essons well

xt year, and every year after, we sche
ayed in any school match over the next
ose to | Aedngvaryayebhr team t hat came
s as school was the same.

y were we proud. We knew we knew t he

ckward and forwarenoudgl hnocal wWwaysebé&nb
an the most skill ed but untutored pl a)
rough teaching of sheer Dbrilliance. He
an none, was respected at school mor e
cell ence, commi tted to his teams and wi
the 3rd year, and for the remaining 5
Hi story teacher. I got top mar ks in

story. I | doivdend' th iasl waeysss oangsr,ee wi th Bi ll
s view of History but he was so genero
rshall ed the facts and correctly and e

atever argument you wanted to put.
19



people screamed at me , Bi l

chael Foster cont/ ...

But what was so generous, was that it w
sters in the school, because it was he
sson ti me, as to how to read each exar
s asked of us by way of answering corr
swers for maxi mum mar ks It was back &
d clear, smash and fast drop all over ¢
'y Bi |l taught wus to | ook at the quest
ing asked. We thought it was wuseful f o
ar me t this year for our "Forty year's

o we creditethobypwaldi i veachisng he most

had Bielel only once since the end of m
out ten years ago when he and his fell
ance, next to me in the Members' Pavi |
d spent more time on the poor Engl and

rd to say a huge thank you to someone
ti mately so |l ong ago who was from sucl
at ti me.

do hope Billl knew the respect and | ove
man. And Men he made us with this work
r the truth. He was for me as a young
my | ife other t.haln Inoyo kneodt huepr taon dhifna.t h
e rare, but when they come to work so
fluence i s severe and great and meani n

Stephen Pol#88)0d (OL 1976

ti onal ma n
det er mi ned
sat me dow

[ was a wonder ful , i nspi

ra
was a headstrong 15 year ol d
I

rationally, which did the trick. And of

e

Gary Gibbo®3)Y OL 1976

cannot speak highly enough of Bill . I
ke sure his achievements are publicly
udents are driven every day by the be
telligence.

20



Tim Wright (Head of T-B@0Iphn Lyon Scho

I was very saddened to hear of Bi I | Pod
foll owing about Bill:
When | became Head of John Lyon in Sep
respected senior master who as Head of
boys with a |l ove of hi story. A great nur
read the subject at wuniversity and a con
including Oxbridge. I know that many of
taught by Bill with great affection. He
his pupils and they respected him for th
I invited him to become Director of Stud
He therefore oversaw the curriculum of t
and organisati on. I was continually grat
advice.

eyond his academic work Bill’'s | ove of
t he school teams for many years and they
Mi ddl esex competitions on a regular basi
his colleagues how he achieved so much s
Il n short, Bi I | was a much | oved and adm

S N OO~ —
- o0ooso0oo0=

O >TOo >
X — @ =

< o
Q

o=
= e g o}

ccess was often hidden by his natur al

l an Whybrow (Former English Master)

worked with Bill for many years and am
e countless boys boys he taught. He w
nt ai ned, private person; a man of gr e
|l | eague. He -waadekhr eEmekbyatwaeltr e as wel |l
d hence, guite a conversationalist! I
|l zhenitsyn's Gulag Archipelago and bei
wer f ul in the original; Il d forgotten
ansl ator

di minutive man, hardly an athletic fig
sports and a meticulous technician 1in
took over the coaching of badmi nt on,
m in charge, we had a formidable team
ttrad ge right (service) arms and hands!

never played golf with him but Clem Re
s a formidable player.

ny students of history wil/l mo ur hi m

n
om they owe a debt of gratitude for
couragement .
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Francis Tavernor (Former History Master)

I wor ked with Bill i n the History Dept.
t he best and the Kkindest boss that anyo
giving me so much support. I had much t
there with advice and assistance, i mpar
affirmative. He was a real gent | eman, ar
owe him so much, and there are many hunc
s ame

He was not only well respected by staff
us. So quiet a man, but such a force for

I was proud to count him as my frien

Ted Peargdé6n (1970

|l was very sorry to heanotofornlhy diecathe o
guide me through the intricacies of t he
l evel s at JohIn9 7L0yso,n biunt tahlesomiwlas t he t eac
Il filled in the UCCA forms correctly. I
admiration for, Lord John Russel!/l (or Jc«
Unbeknownst to me at the ti me, and | ' m s
me a | ove of hi story as a scholarly dis
met hods by which historians actually wor
the evidence to draw some | arger concl us
serves, our speci al A | evel topic) or G
rat hewi ndbendy preface to the fact t hat I
professor of American and Atl antic Histoc
Il i ber al arts college Iin Pennsylvani a.
University of Birmi ngham, I eventually e
where | got a Ph.D in history and, altho
the skills t hat Bi | | taught me i n my A
foundati on. |l have no doubt that his fu
l' ived and that his for mer pupils wil!/ |
wonder fully gifted teacher.

Patricia Waldron (Former Modern Languac

Thank you for |l etting me know this very sad news.
-a scholar and a gentl eman.

John Bl a&l) (19714

So sorry to hear of the passi ngl908fl yaotur
John Lyon and instilled in me a | ove of
Badminton squads, to which he devoted so

| al ways enjoyed his wry sense of humour

22
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Howard Kr&6)s (1979

news indeed. If it is not too | ate |
Podmore was the teacher who brought
top of the old school buil din did n
rtrunity to be challenged intellectua
things happened.

as a tough but tota

w I |
l e plots to try and ma him | augh |
gh | can remember as i f It was yesHt
ntroll able giggles when something he
n place outside.

'y because of Bi I | I devel oped a | o
ory and politics at Southampton Uniyv
emic |ife and an embodi ment of every

Peter Marsdretn) (OL 1969

sorry to hear of the death of Bill

erel-l amdl A Mr Podmore taught me Ninet

t

- -0 o
o c ® O

u
t
i
t
[
i
d
n

ury British political hi story.

ry was always my favourite subject
r o f hi story books. I can attri
siasm and knowl edge of his subject.
very much | i ke to share:

0O years ago | was invited to a s
Bank and found myself sitting nex
r the then Chairman or Deput
I whol e evening speaking wi
a tory (he had |Jjust written
ry buff as indeed was 1)
was able to discourse such topi
cipation, the great Reform Act and
much he had enjoyed our conversation
thing that I remember most was him
at school"™ and indeed | was and it

t
t
S
u
t
o

O 7~

I had with8hiyémraas detween 1973 and 1976

in my memonlky wi-tsdérr mymerhomry was -taesr rg.ood
Mr Podmore was an excellent "old school"
regret never having the opportunity | at
having schooled me so well
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Richard M FG®)(OL 1972

“Bill was my most inspiring teacher bar
I remember | ike it was yesterday, our s
not just history, but how to i mprove an:
the board.

I also recall one | esson in the Lower Si
what was meant by a “civil wrong?’ . Th

Di sputes Abe afctlwhé ch sai d unions coul ¢
suffered becauseDesfpia esttrhiek ef act that w
!

racking our brains, he was (apparently
could answer with the simple word “tort
smile to |l earn what | and many of my cl
30 years (I am a | awyer of course) ...

Mr Podmore was a quite brilliant master
who knew him wil/| miss a |ittle beat ovVve

Tim Claydo®&8)Y OL 1983

hear this news. I vividl

|l " m very sad to
ry paper back at the end of

my 100% histo

I remember him being one of my favourit
condol ences and respects to his family.

Sabbir Rahm&88) (OL 1984

Pl ease pass on my heartfelt condol ences
was my both my History teacher and my ba

was al ways very kind, caring and thought
a very good man indeed and | was sadden
al beit peacefully.

Paul Simon®3) OL 1986

Though Mr Podmore and | |l eft John Lyon i
going on to Oxford, I have never forgot
extra geography |l essons undoubtedly got
However t he patience, good humour and «
showed me in his “prep” | essons is the o
the interview | eventually secured. I go
advertised at Oxford and Cambri dge, one

who | owe for that. Mr Podmore was right

Pl ease pass my best wishes to his family
24



Darren Simoh%9Z)OL 1985

I was fortunate enough to be taught by Mr
strongest subject, he was my favourite t
|l earning about the Cold War during the f:
"we |live through interesting times" and
more "traditional" teacher, always with a
A great teacher and a very nice man!

Ben Kel |l y85)OL 1978
Mr Podmore made history relevant and inte
the time and dedication in first introduc
be quite adepts at the sport. He was an
thankful for knowing hi m.

Gordon Hamm&6()OL 1970
I was one of the | ucky people to be taug
compl ex hinterland when | went on the scl
1971. He explained that, "nobody need ki
expressed a political view in | essons, a
have tried to |ive up to his amazingly h
action and hold him up as a beacon of hu
finest educators | have ever met and had

Peter Crossd)(OL 1968

I won Middlesex U18 mixed courtesy of him

Steven Gambad3®) (OL 1966

Bi |l | Podmore...the man who bsbaghédhasto
l ong i nterest in the subject. RI P.

Vilas Navapu8kpmpr (OL 1974

Mr Podmore was my history Hteeawahserbrand ik

both and over the years | ’'ve often thoug!
teachers¢ Bor pmevil eged to have had Mr Po
years and | have benefited enormously fr

very proud to have had Mr Podmore as one
Pl ease extend my most profound condol ence

25



Kevin Lazar9us) (OL 1983

am very sorry to hear labhoawte Mre rBo dsniorroen gj

I

hi mli story was very much my subject during
rigour and caraenf wal sanalcyistiosr. now and cl ari
a big partl odawhtatade dawa.direct | ine in my
he taudmt pmeti cular his scientific approa
valuable and | have padsiednyi tt i onre tad datohherr s
Hi story prize in all/l of my senior years a
LevéMr. Podmore was i Hetpemseobpnall yntubhat ed
exams to read history, although in the eve
He was even then someone from a different

someone | really enjoyed having as a teact
as a teacher.

Graham Par k-88) (OL 1981

This is very sad indeed, and please | et De
family at this ti me. Hi s Uncle was a | egert
caring way only Mr Podmore <coul d. Hi s | ov
bal anced perfectly, and you always knew |
wanted them to be inspired by the subject
JLS.

John Merry77)0OL 1970

Pl ease pass on my sympathies Bidhle R adingdirt e
me in the 1st form in 1970/ 1971. He was soc
Jon SpeyeB8l1l(QOL 1975

Sad news for sure..especially at this ti me
Bi I | taught me History at JLS back in the
the | east because of his | ove of the subj
our travels to away matches ... A good man
knew him when | was a | ad with | ong hair (
to mickey take along with the rest of the
bought a certain air of extra authority.

Send my wishes to his nephew and other f an

26



Jonat han D. De&2 Ath (OL 1975

When | was a pupil at John Lyon, Bi | | Po
teacher, but the | asting i mpression he ma
coach.

He coached methodically, patientl vy, and
some of the strongest pl ayers of the day.
sessions and regul ar fter school and | u

a
which were on top of his nor mal wor k | oa
tireless and i gorous cocathibng cswchbioV atpd
competed strongly at county and regional
achieved on the badminton court and |’ m s
what he broughdt h oad he tsedmlmdr and sports
With sympathy

r
n
h

th

Greg Rubin&2) OL 1975

This is very sad news. Mr Podmore taught
70s and early 80s. He was an excellent te
including how he disliked the wuse of t he
encour agement and support, for whi ch I

condol ences to the family.

Christopher Edvwigdgr asnd( Qo hIn9®)c k we | | (196.

Sympathy given to relatives of Mr Podmor e

Dougl as Chis#®@llm (OL 1977

I was sad to hear about Bi |l | Podmor e. The
amazing success with the badminton team.
sports, as I remember who coached the t
champions et c. I wasn’t in the team but
pl easure of reading out the results in A:

and scholarly man.

|l would be grateful if you pass this mess

27
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Prof Jagjit. S-85Qhadha (OL 1978

was very upsetting to hear of Bill"'s
would | i ke to pass my condol ences to t
so |ike you to know even more about th
|l d, as it may provide some comfort at 1

was at the School

from 1978 to 1985 ar
y that he was a somet
4

hing of | egend wh
@ dti awg tur-meowel $t ar

ich we all enjoyed

om-11998831 and such were the fame of his n
ster i n 1984 practically Dbribeld me to
member t hat master's joy when | hande
ven him the secret to eternal |[|ife.

s Il essons on World War -Wwar tperirocdestody
th me to this day and indeed as an occ
r period, I echo hli sr e namgleenre nlhismi :aymyn
at every 100 years amasvem tamel rha@ml| owfayBu
mar k subsequently to be a florad sastt omfk
extended interest i n Russian affairs
gl and and | enjoyed telling him of my I
t what really made him stand apart wer
ke wusFanmauwskl.y in two games he devi sed
aving the Gold Standard where he made
ionists or civil servants to see if we
|l d stTaondtahids day, I work on the probl
gi mesryone who attended these cl asses |
ni us.

deed, the School's most famous Ol d Bo\)
ditor of t he Jewi sh Chronicle), Gary
conomic journalTiugtt) (eaarcd oJ gl iwaenm eRkiarcch
dmore prodwmctfiacn Imamg. who have foll ow
reer s, but out of t he spotlight, l
cannot do justice to his excellence as
ved the sport, I had chicken pox durin
return to school -thatnedheasduabdehadwd
r Hree .|l et me down iButa lkidndll ywomandnrdr .hir
ndly a manner, as | deci dddevted ,genvhi & hl
ould be judged al on{g&iveléts awarseas opabee
bellion for which he did not admoni sh
eded to mentionlontmynd&d&CAnform! good
i versity interviews.

regret i's that after | became a gover

me up tO® TBempodrialn. O Mor es! But he was
y .

ank you Bill/l
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Lincoln Ex#8ely (OL 1977

A I hi sto#8yl,statddmte diohaoma LY98&2 Schoo
note to David, and to his family

meant to me. (He always was, and

e
i

50 <
™ X O

I
u
h

3>

q

uc

I |l i ked school , but | didn’t |ike the | e

el se apart from any |l essons that invol ve

enjoyed football, musi c, art, and | forn

i ked t rt I did
t

wor k di I’le only

he school meal s. Il n sh
dn An
did as |
0
f
a

: agree with me.
|l e history homework as | <coul
ow Mr Podmore managed to get

ng passion for history. I di d
get through one every week or

0
d
t hat . S

me a | i
books,

I fondly remember doing ‘A’ |l evel s cr amn
shelves | oaded from floor to ceiling wit
my memory serves me correctly. Five of
Cambridge. And the NEEN §* FRW 0 O SIS, t he

i i l'l'y gone o b-a tolhudl MsBi ng «fomg
k di s ' r He —asdm&dntber an
er teachers missed.

0
e

S says more about me than it do
t I

e

~

seven of us i n t hat hi sto
for Mr Podmor e.

I have very few regrets in |ife. But I C
..t hat I could have handed in a few more
and t hat at | east one of t hem woul d have

With fond memori es

Barry Jayn87)( OL 1980

Pl ease would you pass on my condol ences
memories of being taught History by him
him most for his kindness and dry sense
possi btlheel assres withering | ooks when need

Julian Cab8@®) (OL 1982

It is with great sadness that | | earned
me history in the 1980s. Heg uwaed | gy tsmpuw&k edn
but with an incisiveRdaoquieds ceactt iann dp agcree a't

29



O +TO W >TXO = O
® >~ 7 D®O M® >

Ma
Hi
h a
Hi

I
h a
h a

He
fo

|l an Burredll)( OL 1974

remember Bill wel | | although he only t
S not one of my strongest subjects, w
|l 1 was al ways sspbkan measuwiedh aguonieyeéy
e occasion, the bell rang before he ha
character, he | etundleirp hd s* mirreart he x ol
ough for most-hef thenfoqgueakl yttompose
peated “ e, a couple of times, i n
n"t, and he was reminded a
t face and flatly denied i
r down the stairs to the
e —-pecwaseal ways heemwwnl preci s
boys (often my friend Jonathan Hi
P Sad news, b u J Sl seem to remembe
ntia and was in a home, so it didn’t

Richard H Coh2n (OL 1966

I say what a true English Gentl emal
ory come alive and | al ways | ooked
ng done Law rather than History at |
orvy. May his memory be blessed by al
hi m.

Keith Pal megB8) (OL 1976

y sad news about Bill. |l was never an
f the 3 years | was taught it. He wa
mi nton when the school was winning al
also loved his <cricket, when in bett

en see him at Lords in his favourite
k to the wall

Rob Ashmor€2)00OL 1965

was sad to hear news of the death of L
ve been taught by him at A | evel and h
ving studied history at wuniversity he

was also a very cal m, affable and | ik
rgotten and will be much missed.
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Peter Styl7re8s (OL 1966

I remember Bi |l | with great affection as
greatest contribution to my success in c
Cambri dge Al t hough | had decided to app
under the Tripos system, Bill willingly
to take the Cambridge schol arship exams
that | did not elect to include the Hist
never showed any resentment nor did he s
exams. Particularly noteworthy was the
tutorials on cassette tapes, for me to I
school timetable did not allow him to i
school or in his flat on the Hil/l

Il an Her berdtdo)( OL 19814
Bi |l |l Podmore was undoubtedly the teacher
my time atl John pyobhure him now in the r
Buil ding, in his grey pinstripe suit an
enjoying hi story books t hanks t o hi m.
encouragement to read carefully and thou
|l " m forever grateful

Paul Marti®3) OL 1976

My memories of Poddy:

As one of the | east academic students h
al ways made his | essons interesting and
hugely bright but he always made me f eel

He was a great teacher and an excell ent
the squad's success.

He was always the first to congratul ate
goal s or runs.

I | oved the guy and had huge respect for

Andy Woodend6)Y OL 1969

|l was sorry to hear about the passing on

Bill taught me—niyr oOn |1e9v#eBin dpod rdirfo7dhe per s 0 n:
was the first person to bring History to
modern day context too. He must have don
and subsequently. He came across as kind
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(Mr.) Lindsay I rvine (Former Master Mo

|l just wanted to write a few |lines to yo
I was at John Lyon from 1977 wunt.il 2010,
these years. |l had the greatest respect

I assisted him with the badminton, and
tournaments countless times in the schoc
sessions together in the school gy m. An
occasi ons.

Darren Abrahaamy (OL 1988

I n the | ast few -yeaes s$ewvwavel stiomeed Dar
“ Mr . Podmore” (in Old Lyonian publicati ol
I i magined him curled up in a | arge ar mc
with a critical eye and an al most i mper
memoirs about the (far more racy) I|ife (
of al l my teachers, he was the one most
not what to think. The content seemed i m
us how we could use our -lgda@&iamd yand &x@mwe
experience was speci al at the time. The
year (28penhapsabas)a function of seeing

to teach.

A good man’s passing should not go ul

Ranjan Sur89)( OL 1982

Mr Podmore taught m& lingdt ohrey wbaest waere ni
teacher. Il would Iike to offer my deepes

Rob Steen7q)OL 1969

I was very sorry to learn of Bill's death. Than
Northern I reland, my political perspective was c|

Kevin Thomars2)( OL 1965

Such sad news. He was a great influence
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Jeremy Utt@da) (OL 1965

|l was never going to be JL's answer to
But , i n spite of intermittent attendanc
cour se, and even more intermittent atte
finalnriayD

Weeks before the exam, |l went to see Bi |
earnest and sincere tones | could summo
messed about a | ot in your | essons and

seriously. | " v-d &omev tid ' ' myahdd madaa upemd
mind that | will -watk nefantd yfear ,t miosg ¢Xxa
haven't a chance-ItHhi g eywdars.e'd Rutmes ihmmgl y
study and Il "d completely | ost my exam

needing no ti-me fidhratt sdught |l vy nervous,
academic style of/obhi BavéNbwoywaelwsnl eft:

shape up, attend my revision classes, W
Il di d.

That pass gave me 3 'A' |l evel s, when |
sinldrededly from histogavcval meblintirgn.t o
graduate scheme, which in turn was the

moved onward and upward from there.

I have never forgotten that moment at t
He had the belief and he had the faith
wi || be eternally grateful to him for t
have recognised the priceless value of
el se to offer.

Poddy was a Di mi natt atvedqg Ga@wndén edundBbode

unassuming, unsel fish, his own man: som
object of admi-rDatliigre nbty POedmamayed and t
his |1 fwa'tsh woarpki t al " Ds

As smart and dedicated a historian as vy
the ranks of true glegenads ' Wwhonihamnwel eng
structured arguments and essays in the
people and shaped their course on the jc

And that is something truly speci al

Rest i n Peace, Bi | | Podmore. And thank
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Ni gel ArCLh dda2 ge5

Mr Podmor e was one of t hose teachers w

throughout my professional i fe. He comr
i n t hsei xmiide s, when respect was a partic
| arge class of | ong haired adolescent s!
The memory of him that was the most prof
Worl d War sol dier, boarding a train in
appearance, heading home to his family.
bar took its toll on the young man and
of f the train at the end of the journey
their pride at their son safely home wit
At a time when Combat Stress was not f ul
of his own teaching career, | have quot e
Podmor e, and often wondered how many yo
as did I, all those years ago.
Thank you Mr Podmore. Wi th enormous resp
Stephen Mah®?9) (OL 1971
I remember Mr P-ohdinso rpeo wseor fwilviidiltyel | ect ,
"things'), his storytelling ( on cassett
and his constant encouragement : There i
momentous influence on you. For me that
di scovered my | ove of Hi story. |t i's bec
and knew that Balliol was not just the n
up i n Bootl e. It is therefore because of
i's therefore because of him that | was p
could have that has set me up for |ife.
one of Mr Podmwill sneuei | Sorgot him
Praveen Pafel) (OL 1985
|l was very saddened to hear of the news
and a history teacher without ©parallel
|l ife and inspiring his students through
relevance of history to our everyday |iv
true passion for the subject but by the
become one of my favourite subjects due
mi ssed but never forgotten.
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Ni chol as Mont7ag)ue (OL 1966

Podmore taught me history in the ear/|
acher but provided me with an introdu
ways relished and enjoyed and have co
re always very interesting and he alywv
ints of history. I n a class that was g
ways had the attention and respect of
m not onl vy as e f W I v commi tted t ea
| IAdw.er a couple of years he became our
e sixth form. In this role he really e
sightful advice about what types of <ca
w abilities and talents in us for the
at we had He was highly perceptive an
tience. I know that as well as myself,
ar who owe a very big thank you to *“Bi
reers

wi || be very sadly missed by so very

ing taught and directed by him.

condol ences to all h s f a ™| y9

Christian Vec8A) one (OL 1977

had the great fortune t1®8B®estamght tbw
rgely due to his undemonstrative but I
cure a place to read history at Kebl e
ve for the subject. Bill was a highly
knowl edge and the capacity to insti/l
derstated but compelling manner . He
t her-i hgeonehen one failed to |ive up
l'd him in the highest regard and | k n
ntemporari es.

should also pay tribute to Bill’'s extr
the pinnacle of County Badminton. I
e sport by him and to have some succe:
s just one of a Il ong string of student
d coaching.

was very sorry to hear of Bill’'s passi
r you to know how highly he was respec
anything to go by, then he wil/l have
many of his students.

35



Steve Gambd{/8) ( OL 1966

Podmore...the man who bsbaghedhast

| i-ifeng i nterest in the subject. RIP.

formative tdaahmerps ifvarl emge.d

>0 — O
< o

Vil as Navapu8kpr (OL 19714

Podmore was my historyHeewabebrahdi h
both and over the years |’ ve often t

to have had
my younger years and | have benefite

Liam Hall-8@an 1980

s status among boys at the school
i mate. His death will provoke feel.|
al | ¥ Snnuslil dee"ERc S s oM MO sN o n d _JGNeR7Ne.n s  dif

= ~+

ay this as sormeowrd vWwhaotdodirdn'atn dt avkhes Al
on but was nevertheBlidsls. e nomw nmoouts |uyn ui

-Besaspositive I mpacftorwmenhi smaogr yb eayroch
t on.
taught me how to write. And | now
to structanmrd hhow atrguuseentevi dence to
k
op of thaa,|l 8uld)] sawei nmene stroppy |
e during my earsloynepear swswhat cbbhédsahc
e academically.
day, he took me aside after class a
me . I wasd lbowyeiadesr ot lat to be one
ersations of my |ife.

Paul Mann-9@BQPL 1986

remember Mr Podmore with fond memori e
ssons worth being 1 n!

was very sad to hear of his passing a

it was a privilege to be taught by
Iy .
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Kevin LazarOws (OL 1983

I am very sorry to hear bBbbaveMvePpdmor
memor i esHiodt cdiiyn.was very much my subj ec:

Lyo
cl a
Il 1 n
ScCi
pas
proi
Lev
Ox f

He
“ch
was

Sho
| et
pr o

I
h a
i
May

War

SROS

n and he taught me Ir iagno uar saonldi cciatroerf u
rity of thought and anlalganstrinacestald

e Iin my approach to whdtn Ipadodi oawat o
entific approach to structuring essa
sed it on t o notnhyertsi noen aac cJaoshinonL.yon |
ze in all of my senior years and | a
8Fr . Podmore was iHstpemzanall y nt datharn ec
ord exams to read history, although i
was even then someone from a differ
aracter’ but someone | really enjoye:
universally respected as a teacher.

Lewis Chest8eébr) (OL 1981

I Podmore was an extraordinary and i

ference in my personal devel opment anr
entering the Sixth For m, Il was a ver
I tBiidn.” s hisitmrwhdtesspmesar edgavebe an
a | ove f or Hrirsotno ray sa nmad dli enagr msitmg .t I

t Briildn.recogni sedet fiugggestydqui aklpy.y
al ma mater. | had never entertained
abilities made me believe that an O
pite the relative paltry numbers of

ry over the prior years.

applied and was accepEwvantbyalTlry nli tgygr &

h a First ClAlsls oHfo ntohuirss weesg rneaed e poss

rtly after my graduation result was |
ter from Bi ITlhiso mwagrsa #thydpawcaasi gf Bmldl.lo wi n g
gress with a keen eye.

egret that I only saw Biolrl aa mfaeaw wthion
such a major influence on my |I|ife,
e with him after my school days.

you rest in peace.

m regards and condol ences to the f ami
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was even then someone from a differ
aracter’ but someone | really enjoye:
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Lewis Chest8eébr) (OL 1981

I Podmore was an extraordinary and i

ference in my personal devel opment anr
entering the Sixth For m, Il was a ver
I tBiidn.” s hisitmrwhdtesspmesar edgavebe an
a | ove f or Hrirsotno ray sa nmad dli enagr msitmg .t I

t Briildn.recogni sedet fiugggestydqui aklpy.y
al ma mater. | had never entertained
abilities made me believe that an O
pite the relative paltry numbers of

ry over the prior years.

applied and was accepEwvantbyalTlry nli tgygr &

h a First ClAlsls oHfo ntohuirss weesg rneaed e poss

rtly after my graduation result was |
ter from Bi ITlhiso mwagrsa #thydpawcaasi gf Bmldl.lo wi n g
gress with a keen eye.

egret that I only saw Biolrl aa mfaeaw wthion
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e with him after my school days.

you rest in peace.

m regards and condol ences to the f ami
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Barry Sol omd%n) (OL 1982

Al t hough Bi | | never taught me, | r emembe
my name and al ways greeted me i f our pat

My condol ences to his family and friends

Clifford SI&®@per (OL 1972

"Bill" Podmore as he was affectionately
1970s, was an excellent teacher of histoc
the challenges of exams, but al so made
depth and al ways beyond the perimeter
diligence and attention-rteodeilaognighewven
commentaries of wvarious topics, and | enc

I went on to study history at UCL and o

was awarded the William Meyer Award, a
London that year . I O t hiFFs dgelsippl t e n
ti metable clashes at the time making it
ot her choices (Maths, Further Maths, Enc
I remain grateful t o Mr Podmore for hi s
Level stage (the equivalent of today's
t he subject. Hi s mi | d -fashiuornbeadn e p ocloi utre
contained, within, a true passion for er

Jul i anTRhit nd@®p 1978

was very sad to hear Hawviiengneorsl ya bfowmb

I

throughbevédle O wasn’t able to join the in
who | know held him in such high estee
remained a great infl uence on me. Bi |l |
taking and summari sing which, although |
an Oxbridge entrance exam, still pl ayed
as hi s academic rigour I remember hi s
effortless sense of discipline he seeme
utterly fbaocstch nads i agteacher and as an e
presence in the classroom.
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Al an Gavuri7®)(OL 1971

Pl ease could you simply tell Bill's rela
and | have no doubt that his teaching he
uni versity and in my <career, especially

ot her purposes.

Matt hew Hodg9@m (OL 1985

| ' s recent

I was saddened to hear of Bi l
onvey my co

memor i al service | wi sh to c
the subject I most regretted having to
in no small part due to his enthusiasm f

in his teaching.

Steve Hall-88) (OL 1981

I was |l ucky enough to be taught histor
studi es, and found him a true inspirati
which stil]l endures to this day. He was
forward a detailed opanskin/lpr opasall ihm
i mmensely useful limameg Feryrd ooadr enemor i
e~ e very fortunate to have benefitted
Sincerest condol ences,’

Si mon Dudl e68y2)( OL 1975

Mr Podmore wild/ be greatly missed. Desp
he and others taught me the value of &ed
founder of school s. He made a great <conf
indirectly. May he rest in peace.

Howard Sayer7)( OL 1970

Very sorry to hear of Bi I | Podmore's p
remember him perched on the staff desk
knowl edge to us. We made notes, ef cafur s
i mportant events in twentieth century po
stayed with me ever since. He al ways str
approachable and wise man.

40



