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Welcome
potentially good news about vaccines we
will start planning!
With best wishes for Christmas and the
holidays, and hoping that the New Year
brings us all some greater freedom to see
each other,
Suzannah

As ever, please get in
touch about anything
in the magazine or
about the Lyonian
Association more
generally
suzannah.chirnside@johnlyon.org

Lyonian Office

Caption competition
Dear Lyonian,
It is fair to say that things are not back to
normal. However, despite the challenges,
the School has remained open for the
entire term, albeit at times with much
depleted numbers (at one stage, we had
fully a third of students back at home
studying). One only has to walk round
the School to see how much effort by
boys and staff goes into making it safe
(see our Lockdown Diaries Continued,
pages 4-5).
Even with the additional work that this
brings, the School continues to move
forward. In case you missed our latest
news, John Lyon School has recently
announced it is joining together with
Quainton Hall School (see pages 6-7).
And while there have been many
disruptions this term, not all the changes
we are having to make are bad. There
may be some lessons to learn - reaching
out to the lonely has never been more
important or more talked about. Bob
Lowe (OL 1933-1939) makes the case
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December 2020
for volunteering to help those suffering
loneliness with “The Silver Line” charity,
and encourages pupils and Lyonians to
do our bit (pages 8-9). On a similar
theme, a Sixth Form Lyonian writes
about the importance of being open
about mental health (pages 10-11).
Lockdown and other social restrictions
have also made us share more online.
This has allowed much wider access to
our events (such as Remembrance, pages
12-13), and we hope to make the most
of the technologies we have embraced in
the future.
Also in this magazine, back by popular
demand, From the archives (pages 1417). Some people asked last time where
obituaries are - in this and previous
issues, they are inside the back cover (In
Memoriam, pages 18-19).
Our events, again, are sadly lacking,
but as we edge towards the 145 year
anniversary of John Lyon School and

We thought this virtuoso partial-copy of Jacques-Louis David’s The Death of Socrates,
by Yasseen Hassan (L6REM), was so good it had to be included in the magazine. Then
we thought Socrates, depicted alone, perhaps says something about the times and
lockdown! Send your caption to lyonianassociation@johnlyon.org
The front and back covers are entries for the School
Photography Competition 2020
Front by Eric Zoica (7CJV), taken one evening while walking his
dog around St Mary’s.
Back by Moaaz Nagib (10PS), deer in Richmond park.
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Lockdown Diaries (Continued)
John Lyon has
remained open all
term - behind the
screens, staff have been
making this possible:

Interview with Charlotte
Robinson (School Nurse,
John Lyon)

Ms Greene, in the Library, with the scanner - click
and collect and 72 hours’ quarantine for books

As well as screens, the Estates
Team has put in several not-sovoluntary one-way systems

Out of reach: some students have become
so used to the screens that they try to put
their hands through them
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Teachers have been blending online with onsite learning and keeping two meters from
pupils...when the pupils have been in

Surely an unnecessarily small entrance for
our wonderful Reception Staff?

Recent OLs always want to drop in to
see the ever popular School Nurse Charlotte. Always cheerful, she loves to
hear what they are up to and feed them
tea and cakes (no doubt healthy ones!).
At the start of the first lockdown,
Charlotte went to work on the Covid
wards at Northwick Park Hospital but is
now back full-time at John Lyon keeping
the School healthy.
What was going back on the wards
like?
Very daunting. I keep up to date with
nursing by doing a 12-13-hour shift in
A&E roughly once a month. The wards
are very different but it is like riding a
bike, and very quickly it became normal.
Back in March, it was hectic and often
sad, but we were fortunate to be well
equipped with the right PPE and have
great colleagues around.
You started back at the beginning
of the Summer Term, what
were you doing with no patients
around!?
Running a helpline! There were many
parents, students and teachers after
advice - and with GP surgeries under
pressure, it was good to be able to help.
We also had a few students struggling
with lockdown, so I checked in with
them regularly.
And like a lot of people during the quiet

times at home, I was sorting out the
work that I normally struggle to find
time for, like paperwork and policies.
But I went into nursing because I like
people and I missed seeing the pupils
around. So it was wonderful to see
the Year 10 and Lower Sixth boys who
came back in the summer, even if it was
to greet them with a thermometer.
Talk us through what happens
when a pupil is worried they have
Covid?
I put on my gloves and mask and get
my infrared thermometer! I ask about
symptoms but also risk factors, like how
they travel to School. So far, the boys
who have tested positive have stayed at
home and called in. I’m still providing a
lot of advice over the phone.
Have there been any lighter
moments?
I have a steady stream of the worriedwell coming to see me - but I am not
discouraging them, I always like to see
pupils and prefer to see them healthy!
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News: Quainton Hall and John Lyon unite
of the wider John Lyon’s Foundation (John
Lyon School, Harrow School and John Lyon’s
Charity), would be in the best interest of
Quainton Hall.”
More details are on the John Lyon
website at: www.johnlyon.org/john-lyonand-quainton-hall/

A brief history of
Quainton Hall
In October, John Lyon
School and Quainton Hall
School announced an
amalgamation
With less than a mile between them, John
Lyon School and Quainton Hall School
have long had close links - with many
Old Quaintonians coming to John Lyon,
countless match fixtures, staff also moving
between the two and a shared founding
idea: to provide education for local
children.
Of the amalgamation, John Lyon School’s
website reported:
“Rooted in the centre of Harrow for more
than 120 years, prep school Quainton Hall
will amalgamate with John Lyon, a 144-yearold senior school, to form a unified 4 – 18
school with attached 2½ – 4 nursery for 800
pupils.The schools will continue to operate on
both sites.
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The move to become a single school will
represent the most important and significant
change that either school has ever seen and
comes at a time when both are in positions
of strength. Pupil numbers are secure and
both schools have recently received coveted
Double Excellent school inspection reports.
John Lyon also recently announced its
move from being a boys only school to a
coeducational school from 2021.
John Lyon and Quainton Hall share similar
educational values. Both place a great focus
on the importance of an all-round education;
that learning and development both in
and outside the classroom help develop
confident, successful and happy children.
The move to unite the schools was led by
The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham,
which has run Quainton Hall for the past
75 years.The Shrine, based 125 miles
away in north Norfolk, approached John
Lyon believing a partnership with another
established local school, which itself is part

Founded in 1897 by Agnes Eyden, in
her home on Hindes Road in Harrow,
Quainton Hall was a small school
catering for local boys and girls in a

largely rural community. In 1923, Agnes
Eyden’s son, Montague (affectionately
known as Mont), took over the running
of the school, making it a boys’ school
for children up to 13 years old. Mont,
possibly one of the first Old Quaintonians
who was also an Old Lyonian, then headed
the school for the next 46 years.
During this time, he set up close links
with the Shrine at Walsingham, even
creating a small branch of Quainton Hall
at Walsingham for wartime evacuees. The
links with Walsingham became formal
when the school was sold to the Shrine
in 1945. Since then, Quainton Hall
has blossomed further. It is now coeducational and for children from 2½ to
13 years old.

Agnes Elliott was born in 1864 in
Buckinghamshire. She married John
Eyden, with whom she had one son,
Montague (OL and John Lyon Head
Boy 1918/19).

The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham
in north Norfolk was founded in
1061 by Lady Richeldis after she had
a vision of the Virgin Mary. The Shrine
has legally owned Quainton Hall
School for the last 75 years. Speaking
about the change in governance, the
Master of the Guardians of the Shrine
said: “We believe the special spirit of
the school will continue to ﬂourish
when the two schools amalgamate.”
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Lyonians together in tackling mental health
Bob Lowe’s advice for our
current pupils who want
to reach out to lonely
relatives and friends

Two Lyonians, over
80 years apart, share
a common desire: to
speak up about mental
health

Who?
• First talk to your parents about
whom you should call

One of our oldest OLs (Bob Lowe
1933-1939) and a soon-to-be OL (Sixth
Former Amman Budheo) are both
encouraging us to talk! Twice this year,
Bob has appeared on television, to
promote a charity which helps older
people with loneliness - The Silver Line.
Having experienced extreme loneliness,
he is passionate about helping others
to find support. At the other end of
the age range, Amman writes about the
need for men to open up about their
feelings (page 10-11).
Speaking about The Silver Line, Bob says,
“Lonely people can ring, free of charge,
any time, day or night, and just chat to
talk about themselves, their life, their
loneliness...people get a lot of pleasure
from chatting. You see loneliness covers
many things...like grief...despair...fear...
depression. Just 30 minutes a week on
the phone with a Silver Line volunteer
can make such a difference. But there
are so many people on the waiting list
and we need more volunteers.”
We were so inspired by Bob that we
are encouraging pupils (and OLs!) to
call lonely people they know. Bob’s
advice for making those calls is on
the next page, but if that seems
too daunting, Age UK also suggests
becoming a digital buddy to older
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What?
• Learn about the likes, life, health,
pets, interests of the person you call
• Maybe ask about their past
• What might they be interested in
about you? E.g. Lessons, sport or

•

•

hobbies you like or hate
If you are stuck, try talking about
music - it often evokes emotional
memories
Don’t mention the war!

How?
• Makes notes about what to talk
about
• Be cheerful!
• Speak up and make sure they
can hear, often older people are
embarrassed to say they can’t
Then
• Promise to ring again... and do!

Bob Lowe ready for his first day at John
Lyon, 1933, photographed in his home in
Parkfield Gardens, North Harrow
people - to help them access an increasingly
online world. Given the time pupils have
spent online in lockdown, they are ideally
placed to help!
Bob’s memories of John Lyon
“I joined John Lyon in September 1933. There
was only one building: what can be called the
old building. The headmaster was Mr Le Beau.
Thinking back, I suppose my thoughts were:
cold classrooms in the winter, with a heating
pipe that never got hot; the toilets had no
roofs; below the class were the cloisters which
had a pot bellied stove for heating which we
would crowd round at lunch time to eat our
sandwiches.”

Bob, above on a call, inspired Esther Rantzen to set up The Silver Line, a service for
lonely older people. He urges OLs to volunteer for or indeed call The Silver Line
(more details at www.thesilverline.org.uk or call anytime on 0800 4 70 80 90). In
March this year, the Lyonian Office offered to put OLs alone during lockdown in
touch with each other. The offer stands! Contact details on back cover.
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Lyonians together in tackling mental health
Amman Budheo (U6
ASL) speaks out about
men’s mental health
Every year, 19 November marks a
day which should not be ignored:
International Men’s Day.
Due to outdated points of view, the
theory of having to ‘man up’ or having
to ‘be a man’ when faced with issues in
life, our gender has suffered a great many
casualties. In 2018, 6,507 suicides were
reported in the UK of which 75% were
male. Over the last few years we’ve seen
a huge number of male suicides, including
those in the public eye in the UK, such
as contestants from national television,
artists and musicians.

Despite all the so-called progress, we as
men are still consumed with the preexisting idea that talking about how you
feel isn’t manly, as if it is wrong to have
or speak about feelings.
According to mentalhealth.org.uk, the
cause of sadness in many male lives may
be the pre-existing stereotype of what a
man should be…strong, dominant, and in
control. Although these attributes may
not seem inherently negative, research
suggests that these expectations
make it harder for men to speak out.
Additionally, men who feel unable to
speak openly about emotions may be less
able to recognise symptoms of mental
health problems in themselves, and so
will be even less likely to reach out for
support.

Below, from left: Charlie Scotcher, Sanjiv Jadav, Geoff Mattey, Rob Ellis-Paul, John
Blenkinsop and Nikil Dholakia support Movember with marvellous moustaches. To
donate, go to www.johnlyon.org/movember

Another huge factor that may contribute
to mental health is the fear of being
judged by those around us.
However, in the course of the past years,
there are signs of progress as more men
have opened up about mental health
issues. More and more celebrities, such
as the now returned boxer, Tyson Fury,
who speaks openly of suicidal thoughts
he was experiencing after being banned
from boxing, have spoken out about their
battles with mental health and also offer
guidance and help. They’ve chosen to
share their past experiences and offer
their help and advice to all people but
mainly children who are going through
the same things that they did.
Experts in this field, such as Professor
Mike Slade at Nottingham University, are
hopeful that more people will come out
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In our own communities, at School and
outside, we need to help those who need
it and to offer a welcoming environment
as men to speak out about things that
are on our mind. It is important to
surround yourself with people who you
know you can speak to and people you
feel comfortable around. It’s not always
going to be easy to express yourself but
by surrounding yourself with supportive
and positive people it will make the
whole process so much easier.
It’s important for us to remember that
there is never ‘nobody’ for us to speak
to, especially in our School. Here we
not only receive a vast amount of help
from the teachers but also have a School
Counsellor whom we can speak to and
thus resolve our problems or at least
improve them.

Below: Laura Herman, the School Counsellor, is available to speak to pupils about
issues ranging from exam stress to mental health crises
Laura Herman’s tips on healthy habits –
aimed at students but applicable to us all,
especially in these Covid times:

“As every year, John Lyon staff and Sixth Formers are participating in the Movember
initiative.The Movember charity is not just a cancer charity: it also supports men with
issues that they might not be so open about like mental health and suicide. We believe
that men’s mental health is a topic that needs to be given more attention, even if it means
we all have to look a bit silly for the month of November.” Sanjiv Jadav (U6PWM)

and seek help as a result.

•

Don’t let the current uncertainty
impact on your drive and
determination

•

Use any free time constructively for
learning and personal development

•

Care for your physical health, eat well,
exercise and be mindful that you get
enough sleep

•

Take control of time spent on social
media and be mindful of its effect on
your mood

•

Take a moment to notice all the good
in your life

•

Look out for other people. Let them
know you are thinking of them
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More from The Lyonian archives: Lyonians at war

Remembrance
OLs around the world
joined the School this
year in remembering the
fallen
In the First World War, 59 Lyonians
are known to have died. A note in the
February 1919 Lyonian illustrates how
difficult it was to know that absolute
number: the War Office asked the School
for the number of Lyonians lost in the
War, in turn, the School appealed to
readers to help with the answer.

“In itself a bombardment is rather rotten
- too noisy and dusty and smelly. What
makes it so ‘frightful’, though, is the sight of
poor chaps that you’ve chummed with for a
couple of years lying, perhaps moaning, with
a limb or half their face blown off. It was
so bad on this occasion that I don’t mind
confessing I actually cried at one time, hard
case as I’ve become, still, we lost surprisingly
few, all things considered, and we got our
own back in a counter attack which they
made.”
Mr Hargreaves, Malta, 1916

During the Act of Remembrance, our
Head Boy, Daniel Wong, read part of
a letter from Mr Hargreaves, a former
teacher who was stationed in Malta. The
letter to The Lyonian editor, Mr Swainson,
paints a terrible, if understated, picture
of attacks. The text from the November
1916 edition is reproduced on page 12.

nothing.Then they wanted to avenge their
defeat at “Soccer,” but lost four goals to one.
It does remind one of the good old games
on the Rec.”

Many Lyonians wrote to Mr Swainson
during the war. The letters, over 100
years on, make fascinating reading. Below
are just a few extracts (see pages 14-15
for a longer entry).

If you thought “furlough” was a term
rarely used before the current times, as I
did, you might also be surprised to see it
here from the April 1916 Lyonian written
by A Ross Heard, complaining that he
would be furloughed only once a year:

LIEUT. A. M. ANDERSON, December
1916, from his ‘A Tale of The Somme’:
“While we waited our turn two more shells
came over. One was a “dud” and did not
go off. The other wounded a soldier in the
village and gave him a “blighty”, a wound
not serious, but enough to get him sent
home to England.”

Although it was
disappointing that only
three OLs were able to lay
a wreath on 11 November
(left), the recorded Act
of Remembrance by John
Lyon School (above) was
watched by hundreds of
OLs all over the world. We
hope to be able to bring
future ceremonies to so
many online. The act can be
seen here: https://youtu.be/
RfK9u_NebkY
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A group of OLs all fighting together in
the A Company, Artists’ Riﬂes, wrote
separately of their time together:
“Just lately we have had a spell in the firing
line and reserve trenches.We have also put
in some time digging, and so to-day we are
free of parades, in order that we may scrape
our clothes and equipment out of the mud
which has accumulated during the last week.
Al1 the Old Boys in this regiment (there are
ten of us) are keeping very fit and well.”
“Of course, where a party of Old Boys
congregates you don’t have to look far for
a game,The 18th Hussars challenged us to
Rugby, and we beat them 9 points to

“N.B. We would like to see the Lyonian each
month if you would kindly send one out to
us.”

“I am posting this by a furlough wallah.
Lucky beggar! Still he has waited twelve
months for it, so good luck to him. Doesn’t it
seem unfair that regiments like ours who are
continually in and out of the firing line have
to wait twelve months for a furlough, and
people in the A. S.C. and other similar corps,
and people at the bases, all of which never
see the line - and never will - get a furlough
every three months.”
Given the period and personal nature of
many of the letters, it must be assumed
that Mr Swainson replied individually
to all the letters he received, as well
as sending copies of The Lyonian to all
those serving in the war. It can only be
imagined what a welcome link with home
and normality those letters were. Mr
Swainson, who had been at the School
for over 25 years and was the author
of a book very popular with the boys,
“Acton’s Feud”, died just after the end
of the war. “Pernicious anaemic, which
always proves fatal, was the cause of his
death.” The Lyonian records, bluntly.
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From the archives
Travels with The Lyonian
In the last issue we reproduced
Ernest Young’s account of a walking
holiday which appeared in The Lyonian,
December 1890. This left some of
you wishing for more. So after a little
digging, we found this “travel” article
in the March 1916 edition, fitting for
Remembrance.
“Q” Office, British Headquarters,
Savoy Hotel, Cairo,
February 20th, 1916.
DEAR MR SWAINSON,
I really forget where and when I last wrote
to you; I’ve shifted about such a lot that my
correspondence has got all at sea. However,
the arrival of the December Lyonian, for
which many thanks, has set me thinking,
hence this letter.
Once again it’s sad reading to hear of some
more Old Boys having gone West. Curiously
enough, nearly all seem to be fellows who
were at school when I was. Bas Butler, Eric
Steams,Tommy Lion, Ellis, A. J.Wood, and
the two Tigars, to mention a few at random,
I remember quite well. And now from the
Local Paper just received, I see that poor
old Page (Graham Gordon) has gone under.
The news came as a great shock to me, and
conjures up memories of very happy times
at rehearsals at school of the Dramatic
Society. I little thought that it would be the
last time I should see him, when Ross and
I spent one of our last Sunday afternoons
together as “civvies” in Eastcote with him.
Perhaps you’ll be wondering how it is I’m
writing from this address, so I’ll get on.
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By now you must have heard many times
of the state of things in Gallipoli at the end
of November, and I won’t worry you by
repeating stale news. Suffice to say, it’s a
wonder I didn’t get drowned and afterwards
frozen to death. But I didn’t. Instead I got
on a hospital ship, having been found to be
“suffering from rheumatism as a result of
severe exposure.” This was on Dec. 1st, and
having been at Suvla since August 9th, I was
jolly glad to see the hills, then all covered in
snow, for the last time. (Assuming, of course,
we don’t try the Suvla Bay business again.)
The next 12 days I spent in getting here, via
Alexandria, and being in hospital here and
a Rest Camp at Aobassia. Then I was sent
to the Savoy, as clerks were wanted at once,
and here I am.
I’ve had some experiences since I first put
on a uniform, but the strangest of the lot
was, in 12 days, going from life at Gallipoli
to life at Cairo. I couldn’t have had a bigger
change, and for some days I felt quite lost.
In four short months (although they seemed
like years), I had got quite out of touch
with civilisation, and it came home to me in
hundreds of ways. Such things as houses,
shops, bread, beds, baths, to mention only
a few, seemed to belong to another world.
For sometime I was quite afraid to go down
stairs, as I thought every time I would slip
and break my neck; but after one or two
narrow squeaks it gradually came back to
me.

Long hours, certainly, as it’s the same every
day of the week; but the certainty of a good
night’s rest makes it much easier. It’s a treat
to have no alarms or “Stand To’s.” I did
manage to get one afternoon off, however,
and of course rushed off to have a closer
look at the Pyramids. I say closer look,
because they can be seen quite plainly from
the roof here.
As you know there are various pyramids
dotted about over Egypt, but travellers
talking about the Pyramids usually mean
those at Giza, eight miles from here. These
are the largest that have been built, and are
quite close to the Sphinx, as you’ll see from
the enclosed snap taken [snap sadly lost].
From England to the Pyramids cost me
exactly 5d. This I had to spend in tram fares.
The Government, of course, very kindly paid

for the rest, including a return to Gallipoli,
which just shows one of the many
advantages of being a soldier at the present
time. Should be very pleased indeed to see
the rest of the 7 wonders of the world (are
they all now on view?) at the same price.
By now I’m thinking you are fed up with
Cairo and myself so I’ll switch right off. Am
sorry to say I still know at times I’ve got
rheumatism, but if I can manage (as I think
I can) to stop here for a few months, 1 shall
be cured all right. Please don’t think I am an
old crock. Suvla hasn’t hurt me much so far
as weight goes as I find I now weigh 201bs.
more than when I joined up, and have made
up more than I lost out there.
I am, yours very truly,
FRED HARRINGTON.

The Savoy Hotel, Cairo, often full of aristocracy in its commercial days, became the
British Army Headquarters in 1914, housing T E Lawrence as well as OL F Harrington

There’s plenty of work going on. None of
the Chancery Lane 10 to 5 touches; 9 to 7
and 8, often later, is nearer the mark.
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From the archives: England football coach at Sudbury
Time travel with The Lyonian
OL Martin Sexton ﬂagged this picture
below, which appears on the website.
“You will know this old photograph but
may not know any of those pictured...
The visit to Sudbury Hill John Lyon
playing fields by Mr Ron Greenwood,
1950s, to coach a selection of JL boys
from across the school teams. Notice
the football boots!!” He identified
some pupils from left to right:
Mick Bogdin - later known as Michael
Bogdanov - became OL footballer, and
director of the National Theatre
Keith Farnes - became OL (dynamo!)
footballer and Colonel in the British
Army
John Leadbetter - centre, hand on head,
became OL footballer

Alan Watson - sitting on football, OL
footballer and legendary OL veteran
Team Captain, became successful
business owner

And now for a short test...
Other than eager maths students, few people really enjoy an arithmetic exam.
Students now, however, benefit greatly from calculators and merciful decimalisation.
The poor souls taking John Lyon exams in the late 1800s did not. As well as standard
long multiplication and long division to 7 decimal places, there were some ticklish
problems to enjoy or sweat over, depending on your maths and knowledge of
imperial measures. We expect former students of “Ma Dillon” to enjoy thoroughly
the following questions!

Martin Sexton - wearing specs. OL
footballer. Business owner and a past
president of Watford Rotary Club
Ian Ritchie - became OL footballer, and
eminent dentist.
The Lyonian notes simply that Ron
Greenwood came to coach the
boys, with gratitude to Mr Blythe for
organising the training. Perhaps more
would have been made of the visit had
the then editor known that Greenwood
(a player at the time for Brentford FC)
would become manager of the England
national football team from 1977-1982.

Pair of cuff-links for the first correct
number of snipe killed by A!
To: lyonianassociation@johnlyon.org

Ron Greenwood, then Brentford FC player, coaching JLS boys at Sudbury in 1952
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In Memoriam
medicine on the treatment of alcoholism. He
fought to bring the treatment of alcoholism
out of psychiatric hospitals and into bespoke
centres, offering patients a real chance of
recovery. Testament to his hard work and
commitment, the Brian Hore Unit was named
after him.

Geoffrey Lancashire (OL 1935-1940),
pictured right, sadly passed away in October.
Having served in the Second World War,
Remembrance at John Lyon was particularly
important for Geoff and he regularly laid
a wreath for the fallen. Sixteen of his
classmates (most of whom were in the
Air Force) perished in the war. Geoff
himself served in the Royal Navy, spending
most of 1943 in convoys in the Atlantic.
During this time, he was spotted as future
officer material and so was transferred to
Greenwich and then Roedean for training.
He was then posted to the South Caribbean
to be in charge of Motor Torpedo Boats, no
doubt where his taste for Navy rum was
allowed to ﬂourish. He returned to the UK
in 1945 and was on anti-submarine duties
on the HMS Pearl, which supported HMS
Bulldog, where the surrender of German
forces in the Channel Islands was signed on
9th May 1945.
Geoff continued his career at sea for some
years, especially in Malta and Hong Kong, but
as the Navy downsized he eventually had to
return to Civvy Street in 1956.
Later he returned to Harrow where he
remained for over 60 years, enjoying the
company of his very many friends, serving on
the OLA bar committee and commanding
the Harrow Sea Cadets. After many years
volunteering, Geoff became President of
the Harrow branch of the Royal Naval
Association. So if he wasn’t in the bar at the
Old Lyonians, he could generally be found at
the British Legion!

Brian made deep and lasting friendships at
School and will be much missed by his friends.
Andrew Panter (OL 1958-1962) joined the
Fourth Year at John Lyon School from Scotch
College, Adelaide. He thrived at School,
winning running competitions, chairing the
geographical society, and being made a house
prefect and then School Monitor. His running
career at School was characterised by a great
rivalry with Will Harwood, who was also
amongst his closest friends along with Dennis
Goodhew.
Brian Hore (OL 1949-1956), pictured
below, not only achieved significant academic
success at School, which saw him gain a place
in medical school at St Barts (apparently to
Boyd Campbell’s surprise!), but he was also
busy in School life outside the classroom – in
the Christian Union, cricket Second XI and
CCF. As sergeant in the Ambulance Section
of the John Lyon CCF, to which he tried to
recruit more volunteers, he battled against no
running water in the first aid courses he ran.
Fortunately this rudimentary experience of
medicine did not put Brian off from joining the
medical profession and having a very successful
medical career.

On leaving John
Lyon, Brian
attended medical
A keen supporter of the School and OLA, he school in London
attended numerous events and was often in
before moving
touch until ill-health saw him move away from to Manchester
Harrow to be nearer his much loved nephew, where he became
Martin Lancashire (OL 1970-1977). Geoff
a consultant
died peacefully at home with his family.
psychiatrist and
leading voice in
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In his life after John Lyon School, he pursued
an extraordinarily successful career as a civil
engineer – becoming the Managing Director
of Wimpey Homes – before switching tack to
channelling his significant talents and energy
into the charitable sector. A detailed account
of his many successes is on the OL website.
Andrew returned to John Lyon School in
2000 to join contemporaries for a reunion, he
spoke fondly of his time at John Lyon and the
friends he made there.

Paul Knight (OL 1955-1960), pictured
below with friends at Harrow School’s
outside pool, the Ducker, sadly passed away
in June. The picture was taken by Roy Wallis
who kindly shared it with us and recalls that
at School Paul was a good sportsman, playing
in football and cricket teams, as well as being
an accomplished drummer.
Paul was born in Hendon into an artistic and
theatrical family – his mother was a dancer,
his father a theatre producer and director.
He joined John Lyon School at 11 in 1955
and left at 16 to begin his career in television.
Starting at ITV as a messenger, he became
assistant ﬂoor manager before his career
took off, finally seeing him as a well-known
and highly regarded television producer. While
his earlier work included family favourites
such as ‘Robin of Sherwood’ and ‘The
Adventures of Black Beauty’, his later work
involved more serious drama including the
highly popular ‘London’s Burning’.
Paul returned to John Lyon School for a
reunion with others from his cohort (the
1955 joiners), where he delivered a very
well received speech; he is remembered very
fondly by contemporary OLs.
For full memorials, see www.oldlyonians.org/
news/remembrance

Paul Knight pictured left
with friends.
Back row: Richard
Fensome, Michael Broxup,
Stuart Bennett, Peter
Whittaker, Stuart May;
front row: Paul Knight and
Barry Johnson.
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Keep an eye out for future Lyonian events on
our website, by email and post

The Lyonian Association exists to build a vibrant and lasting community for current
and former pupils, families, staff and friends of John Lyon School - by organising social,
careers and other events for the benefit of our members
Please visit www.oldlyonians.org or contact the Lyonian Office:
Le Beau House
76 West Street
Harrow-on-the-Hill
HA1 3ER
020 8515 9410
lyonianassociation@johnlyon.org

20

